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By email:  
 
 
Tēnā koe  

Request under the Official Information Act 1982 

Thank you for your email of 4 August 2025, requesting information from Otago Polytechnic ǀ Te 
Pūkenga – New Zealand Institute of Skills and Technology (Otago Polytechnic).  

Within your email you set out that your interest lies in Nepalese international ākonga (students) 
across New Zealand and more specifically in Dunedin, and request the following: 

… the total number of Nepalese students enrolled at the Otago Polytechnic over the last three 
academic years (2022–2024). 

This letter provides a formal decision on your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA).  

The decision 

Unfortunately, we do not record Nepalese as a distinct ethnicity for our ākonga enrolled with Otago 
Polytechnic. However, we are providing you with a headcount based on recorded citizenship in the 
table below, which you may still find helpful. 

Otago Polytechnic has campuses at Auckland, Central Otago, and Dunedin as well as distance learners 
within New Zealand. As you require the information to inform  

, we have provided the total headcount enrolled at Otago Polytechnic as 
requested, as well as the total headcount at our Dunedin main campus only. These figures include 
international ākonga and ākonga who are permanent residents. 

Providing the exact headcount for 2023 at our Dunedin main campus yields a result of less than four. 
Therefore, we have withheld the exact number with reliance on section 9(2)(a) of the OIA, to protect 
the privacy of natural persons. 






