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By email:  
 
 
Tēnā koe  

Request under the Official Information Act 1982 

I refer to your email dated 13 August 2025 to Hon Penny Simmonds, Minister for Vocational 
Education, requesting information regarding the merger between the two business divisions of Te 
Pūkenga - Manukau Institute of Technology (MIT) and Unitec. 
 
Minister Simmonds’ office transferred the following part of your request to the Tertiary Education 
Commission (TEC): 
 

Any financial forecasts or plans or advice, from Treasury or other sources, regarding the cost 
of this merger.  

TEC identified a document, commissioned by Te Pūkenga – New Zealand Institute of Skills and 
Technology (Te Pūkenga), within scope of this request. Therefore, TEC partially transferred this part 
of your request in relation to that document to Te Pūkenga for consideration and response. 
 
This letter provides a formal decision on your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA).  

The decision 

Please find attached a copy of the document in question, titled: 

Unitec MIT Merger Business Case: Indicative Merger Business Case for the merger of Unitec 
Institute of Technology and Manukau Institute of Technology, dated 13 December 2024.  

Certain information is withheld from within the document under the following sections of the OIA: 

• 9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would be likely 
unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied or who is the 
subject of the information   
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• 9(2)(ba)(i) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which any 
person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of any enactment, where 
the making available of the information would be likely to prejudice the supply of similar 
information, or information from the same source, and it is in the public interest that such 
information should continue to be supplied 

• 9(2)(ba)(ii) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which any 
person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of any enactment, where 
the making available of the information would be likely otherwise to damage the public 
interest  

• 9(2)(j) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or organisation holding 
the information to carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, negotiations  

We do not consider the need to withhold this information under section 9 of the OIA is outweighed 
by the public interest in its release at this time.   

You have the right to make a complaint to the Ombudsman under section 28(3) of the OIA if you are 
not happy with this response. Information about how to do this is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 

We may publish our OIA responses and the information contained in our reply to you on our website. 
Before publishing we will remove any personal or identifiable information.  

 

Ngā mihi   

 

Gus Gilmore 
Tumuaki | Chief Executive 




